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as a province of legitimate professional practice, with a host
of state medical societies following suit By 1940 the giving
of professional advice on pregnancy-spacing for reasons of
health had been legalized in every state save Massachusetts
and Connecticut, where Catholic opinion in the latter thirties
joined forces with unreconstructed Protestantism to padlock
birth-control clinics. The close of another year found seven
hundred and forty-six such centers in the country, all med-
ically directed and nearly a third supported by public funds.
North Carolina in 1938 set up the first state-sponsored
clinics, which within three years were giving medical coun-
sel to four out of every hundred underprivileged wives in
seventy-five counties. South Carolina promptly emulated her
neighbor's example, and Alabama followed early in 1941. In
1939 the Birth Control Federation (shortly rechristened the
Planned Parenthood Federation) reported that its rural
health program had made contact with 23,500 mothers,
1500 of them in migratory camps, in thirteen states. Despite
relatively small numbers and limited coverage this campaign
remained one of the most significant developments of the
era for the alleviation of poverty.
For the nation as a whole, fertility in the poorest areas was
seventy-seven per cent in excess of the need for replacement,
while among zones with the highest living standards the
birth rate fell seventeen per cent below such requirements.
The fecundity of many families on relief provoked wide-
spread irritation against "dole babies/' along with regrets
that the stock best able to care for and educate offspring
showed the greatest reluctance to bear them. Though med-
icine, public health and living habits increased the average
life expectancy at birth from fifty-six years in 1920 to sixty-
four in 1940, the proportion of children in the nation stead-
ily diminished. Thus in 1938 there were some 1,600,000
fewer children under ten years of age in the United States
than five years before—2 situation already mirrored in the
decline of pupils in elementary schoolrooms.

